
Concerns
about effects 

of 
Sea Level

Rise

Implementation

· Develop "Action Plans" and 
prioritize activities

· Form partnerships 
· Implement priority 

recommendations

Months 12-24

Strategy Refinement

· Prioritize Strategies
· Incorporate Additional 

Information
· Public meetings and 

comment

Months 9-12

Strategy Development

· Identify strategies to cope 
with and reduce 
vulnerability

· Consider time horizons and 
cost of strategies 

· Use the best science 
available

· Engage the public 

Months 6-9

Vulnerability Assessment

· Establish Advisory 
Committee

· Identify vulnerable 
resources and infrastructure

· Characterize vulnerable 
resources and infrastructure

· Establish workgroups as 
necessary

· Engage the public

Months 1-6

Gather Data and 
Information

· Identify Data Needs
· Collect and Process Data
· Literature Search
· Develop Inundation 

Scenarios

Identify Issues

Identify potential issues resulting 
from sea level rise

Trigger

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Issues Characterization Workshop 
Proceedings

Coastal Monitoring 

Coastal Storm History

Public Opinion Survey

Inundation Maps
Outreach and Public Involvement

Refine and Improve Data and Information

Final Sea Level Rise Adaptation Strategy

Public Engagement

Assessment of Delaware’s Vulnerability 
to Sea Level Rise

Public Workshops and Presentations to 
interested organizations

Workshop Proceedings

Draft Sea Level Rise Adaptation Strategy

Delaware’s Sea Level Rise Adaptation Plan Process
DRAFT version 1.1 (12/16/10)
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